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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, this Information Disclosure Statement is 
submitted for the purpose of bringing to the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
information that may be material to the instant application. Copies of cited U.S. no:i-published 
applications) are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. The Examiner is requested to 
consider and make these items of information of official record in the Application. 

The items identified in this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) may or may not 
be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56 and the submission thereof by Applicants shall not be 
construed as an admission that any such patent, publication or other information referred to 
therein, or any combination thereof, is material or considered to be material (37 CER 
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§1. 97(h)) or even qualifies as "prior art" under 35 USC §102 or §103 with respect w this 
invention unless specifically designated by Applicant as such. 

Furthermore, the submission of the above listed items is not to be construed as a 
representation that an exhaustive search, or any search, has been made, or that additional 
information material to the examination of this Application does not exist. 

This IDS is believed to be timely in that it is being submitted under 37 CFR 
§1 .97(b)(4), that is, before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under § 1.114. Thus, no petition or fee is required. However, if the 
undersigned representative of Applicant is in error in this regard, then the Examiner is 
requested to consider this IDS as filed under §1 -97(c) and is further authorized to charge any 
fee required by its filing to Deposit Account No. 09-0946. 



Dated: January 16, 2007 
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